
 
 

 

 

Homily 
GRADUATION IN TIME OF COVID19 PANDEMIC 

 
 

(Homily on the online Mass for the graduating students of the Diocesan Schools of Bataan, DSOB) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our dear and beloved graduates, with joyful hearts we congratulate you and best wishes. 

Along with your hardworking teachers, with thankfulness, we commend them for their 

diligence and services. 

  

  Our academic year has been a very difficult and challenging one. It is a school year like 

no other, entailing more sacrifices. Our patience has been stretched out. Our perseverance 

was very much tested. Yet here we are, in a virtual graduation ceremony. We have 

surpassed. We have survived.  Success is on our side. 

  

  Covid19 pandemic should never stop us from dreaming of walking on the stage. 

Coronavirus should not hinder us from being achievers.  It should spur us to be 

overcomers. After a year of studying at home under the threat and worrisome time of 

Covid19 pandemic, what are the important lessons we have learned? For me, these are 

the most significant lessons which will guide us as we step into another chapter in our 

life, despite the fact that we are still in the middle of Covid-19 pandemic. These lessons 

will enable us to be strong, safe and successful. What are these lessons? 

 

  

First, stay connected with God 

Second, comfort at home 

And lastly, compassion of teachers 

 

 

   



 
 

 

 

 

   First, in line with your studying at home, especially with online teachings, internet 

connection is very much necessary, useful, and important. What do you feel or experience 

when there is no internet connection or the Wi-Fi signal is weak? Don’t we become 

anxious as it is a setback to our learning process? Aren’t we upset, restless, and 

frustrated? 

  

  We need internet connection. Yet reflecting deeper, we need to connect ourselves not 

only to electronics or to our gadgets but especially to God, to our parents, to our dear 

teachers. Our lives have to stay connected with them. . 

  

  God will never leave us. He never abandons His people. He is always connecting 

Himself to us. Jesus tells us “whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much fruit, because 

without me you can do nothing” (John 15,5). To connect ourselves to God is to remain with 

Him. It is to conform our words to His ways, and to configure our works to His holy will. 

  

   Being apart from God is like having no internet connection. We feel hopeless. We are 

even helpless. Connecting to God especially through our daily prayers and with the 

celebrations of His Sacraments, we are surely renewed and refreshed. We are 

strengthened. Our safety is because  

 

of our connection to Him. We are inspired, encouraged, and strengthened with God. We 

will all be triumphant and fruitful when we don't cut our ties from God. As we go to 

another level and begin a new chapter, stay connected with God. 

    

  Second, as you study at home, be it online or modular, aren’t you more relaxed and 

rested? It is because you are in your home. Are you not more comfortable and so 

consoled? There is always the caring presence of your parents, and you can easily rely or 

call your brothers and sisters for assistance or help. 

  

  Have you counted your blessings? Things like staying longer in bed, being spared and 

protected from the traffic, heat, rain, and most of all, from Coronavirus. When online 

classes are done, you are on your own.  

 

You are, after all, at home. 



 
 

 

  

 

  It is your parents who you have to be thankful for. There is a roof over your head, food 

on the table, and clothes to wear. They provide what you need. They are there for you, 

concern for your comfort. Your parents lovingly console you when you have a hard time 

with your studies. 

 

  A young girl told her teacher that she feels confident and challenged to do her best in 

her homework whenever her mother says “anak, if you need something, Mommy is always 

here.” 

  

  Our dear students, have you realized that in your difficulties, there are always 

comforting words from your parents? In your problems, take consolation with the caring 

gestures of your family members. Always remain and take refuge in the safety of your 

home. Rest and rely on the loving arms of your parents. 

 

   Lastly, with the virtual teachings and modular learning, look beyond and realize the 

important people behind it. As you stay and study at home, your teachers still go to the 

school to conduct your online classes and prepare modular lessons. They are on the 

frontlines as your essential academic providers and primary defense against ignorance. 

  

  With their sacrifices and services in spite of the Covid19 pandemic, your teachers are 

the living lessons of compassion and dedication. They are so concerned with your future 

and your intellectual formation that they continue to be diligent in preparing their lesson 

plans and conscientiously sustain their teaching loads. 

  

  A teacher was once asked what she thinks of this Covid19 pandemic. She says “I look 

forward that we will surpass this pandemic and despite these trying times, I have made my 

students successful in life.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   



 
 

 

 

Our dear and beloved students, please accept our sincere congratulations and best 

wishes. As you go on in life and move up, don’t forget these lessons amidst Covid19 

pandemic: 

  

 

connected with God 

comfort at home 

compassion of teachers. 
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